Open questions in the case management of sick children.
Despite much progress in the specific treatment of diseases in children, some basic management questions remain controversial. Examples for this are fluid management of children with infectious diseases and the control of fever in children. Fluid restriction in children with meningitis has been recommended by several authorities in the field; the basis for these recommendations is reviewed, and reasons are outlined why these recommendations may not be appropriate. Similarly, there are few data on which to base recommendations for fluid management in severe pneumonia and cerebral malaria. Some activities supported by WHO are presented. In the management of fever, opinions vary whether fever is a useful protective factor in combating infections, or whether fever might be harmful and should be lowered. Results of a recent survey of experts on this topic are presented, and the research agenda in the field of supportive management of childhood infections is outlined.